
As we approach the end of our second 
academic year here at Notre Dame 
International High School it is time to 
reflect on all we have accomplished and 
to look forward to new opportunities.  I 
would look to three aspects of our school 
to give us a perspective of the progress 
we’ve made:  scholarship, school life, 
and personal growth. 

This year we added several new 
teachers and classes to our course list 
allowing us to offer the full range of 
subjects necessary to acquire a high 
school diploma.  Classes were added in 
all disciplines and include geometry, 
chemistry, physics, world history, world 
literature and several writing classes.  
Many of our excursions aligned with 
curriculum including a field trip to a water 
treatment plant in Les Mureaux and a 
visit to the French Assemblee Nationale.  
We attended a classical music concert of 
the Orchestre de Paris with world-
renowned violinist Gil Shaham and took 
in artwork at the Louvre, the Musée 
D’Orsay (see photo) and Centre 
Pompidou.  Some of our students are 
studying literature in the lycée with their 
French peers to get a deeper level of 
French language.

Classroom discussions revolved around 
topics such as imperialism, the 
applications for matrix multiplication, 
women’s suffrage, harmonic motion, 
stoichiometry and blue zones.  Students 
read Duras, Joyce, Rostand, Rushdie, 
Stoker and others and saw how literature 
is more than about telling stories.  Lab 
experiments made real the concepts 
studied in their science classes.  
Students actively work to share and 
discover.  They are challenged to think 
critically and solve problems using the 
tools they have or to find or create new 
tools to help them.  They are 
encouraged to step back, slow down and 
be open to appreciate the art and music 
around them.
 
School life involves the opportunity to 
take advantage of all that our community  
has to offer including extra-curricular 
activities, dormitory living, becoming an 
active member of a host family and 

exploring Paris, the City of Light.  This 
year saw the creation of our first student 
council whose mission is to facilitate 
social activities for all our students.   
They introduced a Secret Santa gift 
giving exchange, organized a 
coffeehouse/open mic night and are 
planning this year’s prom.  New clubs 
this year included Model UN, a cinema 
club and travel blog writing.  Our 
students are working with a group of 
middle school French students to help 
them improve their English skills by 
producing a play to be performed at the 
end of the year.  A group of students 
worked together to compete in the eco-
ecole club by designing a “green” home-
an environmentally friendly and 
sustainable living space.

Our dorm students have had plenty of 
opportunities to explore all there is to do 
in Paris.  Their outings include visits to 
the Pantheon, St. Germain-des-Pres, 
the Latin Quarter, Opera Garnier, 
Versailles and EuroDisney.  Our 
students in host families are seeing the 
culture from the inside and have the 
opportunity to improve their French 
language in the most effective way 
possible.   
 
Each of our students is experiencing 
NDIHS in a unique way.  Whether they 
are with us for one semester, one year, 
or four years, what happens here will 

help shape their lives forever.  We are 
watching our students mature and grow 
in their understanding and appreciation 
for other cultures.  They have a pride of 
their own cultures, families and 
backgrounds and are interested in 
sharing their identities with others.  At 
the same time they are reshaping their 
opinions of others and discovering that 
they have many things in common with 
people and cultures who they previously  
thought were only different. 
 
As we rapidly approach the end of the 
year I want to wish everyone a peace-
filled spring.  I also wish to thank the 
parents of our students for partnering 
with us to provide an exceptional 
educational experience for your 
children.

-Dan Zicari
Headmaster
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Extra-Curricular 
ACTIVITIES

Opportunities for students to 
develop leadership and 
teamwork skills:

student council
Model UN 
English mentor club 
film club
eco-ecole club
badminton
drama club
arts and culture club 
exercise class 
service/volunteer work
yearbook
travel blog
newsletter 
prom committee
sports teams

Numbers
Percent of study population 

from each continent

Africa	
 3%

Asia	
 21%

Europe	
 38%

N America	
 26%

S America	
 12%

GRADES
Grades

All grades and attendance 
records are accessible to 
parents and students online at 
nacel.powerschool.com .  

Parents and students were 
provided login information 
earlier this semester.  If you 
are unable to access the 
website, please let your 
country agent know so we can 
resend your information.

Students participating in a landmark 
scavenger hunt in St Germain-des-
Pres before attending an incredible 
concert at Salle Playel with violinist 
Gill Shaham.

Relaxing on campus on a 
sunny day during lunch.The American Government 

class visiting the French 
Assemble Nationale with a 
seconde class from the 
French lycee led by Depute 
M. Arnaud Richard.

Teachers take advantage of 
the school’s proximity to Paris 
by organizing excursions that 
connect with what is being 
taught in the classroom.  
Outings have included:

Notre Dame Cathedral
Louvre Museum
Visit to Musee D’Orsay
St Germain des Pres
Salle Playel

College fair for International 
and American Colleges
Assemblee Nationale led by the 
deputy of Yvelines 
Les Mureaux water treatment 
plant 
Opera Garnier
Disneyland 
Latin Quarter/Odeon
Versailles 
Galeries Lafayette
Pantheon

 At NDIHS, we have formed 
a student government. It consists 
o f one pres ident , one v ice 
president, and two secretaries. 
Although there is a lot to get done 
within our fresh new school, there 
is a bigger importance as to why 
we have formed this government. 
According to Josh, one of the 
secretaries, "This year's student 
government is planting the seed for 
the future governments of this 
s c h o o l . I t m a y n o t b e t h e 
government that has the biggest 
success or the one that's the most 
remembered, but it is responsible 
for that first step towards a strong 
foundation."

 In the student government, 
we discuss: new ideas to add fun 
and creativity to our school, 
concerns about the dorms or 
academics and how to go about 
addressing them, and events such 
as school trips and proms. 

 Yara, our vice president, had 
come up with an idea to do Secret 
Santa this last December--and it was 
a hit! All  students were assigned 
another student and, throughout the 
course of two weeks, left little notes/
chocolates/gifts in one another's 
lockers until  the last day when we all 
found out who had who! Students who 
hadn't ever heard of the concept or 
"game" were very pleased with it and 
we're hoping to do something similar 
in the coming months.

NDIHS Student Council
by Camille Davis ‘12

• • •

Notre Dame International High School has created its first student 
government!
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